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All around the world there are special awards for unique (1) accomplishments.

However, some of these awards are more unusual than others. There are awards for
unusual research and even awards for terrible acting. Let’s take a look at some of
these awards.

We all know the famous “Nobel Prize”, but have you ever heard of the “Ig Nobel
Prize”? The “Ig Nobel Prize” is for research that might be considered (9 useless.
For example, one year the “Ig Nobel Prize” was given to a group of researchers that
found out people are less likely to slip and fall on icy streets if they have socks on the
outside of their shoes. Another year, the prize went to the people that researched
whether it is possible for people to swim as fast in syrup as they swim in water.

Hollywood in the United States is well-known as the home of movies and every
year people watch the “Academy Awards” to see who will win for best acting. On the
other hand, the “Golden Raspberry Awards” are given out for the worst in film.
These awards are nicknamed the “Razzies” and are given for the worst movie of the
year, the worst acting, and the worst directing amongst others. Usually, the winners
do not attend the awards ) ceremony, but occasionally a famous person will attend to
accept their award and laugh about the situation.

In Finland, they have the “Air Guitar World Championships” every year. “Air
guitar” is when people pretend to play guitar without having a guitar. People
compete to see who can play it best. Therefore, the competition is not about guitar
skills, but about stage presence and (4 creativity. It is a fun award that might not
seem necessary but gives people a chance to enjoy themselves.

Finally, in order to promote (5) awareness about birds and save their environment,
New Zealand has the “Bird of the Year” award. For this award, people of New
Zealand vote for their favorite bird species. In 2023, they even held a “Bird of the
Century” competition. Only birds that are native to New Zealand can win the
award. The award first started in 2005 and it can be a very popular event on social
media. It is supported by famous people and politicians. Of course, New Zealand

1s famous for its Kiwi bird, and it was the winner in 2009.
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accomplishments:

(a) achievements
(b) disappointments
(c) failures

(d) scores

useless:

(a) beneficial
(b) ineffective
(c) useful

(d) wonderful

ceremony:
(a) competition

(b) exam
(c) interview

(d) service

creativity:

(a) imagination
(b) loudness

(c) sleepiness

(d) strictness

awareness:

(a) excitement

(b) knowledge

(c) misunderstanding

(d) trouble
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6. What is true about the “Ig Nobel Prize”?
(a) It honors unusual and humorous scientific research.
(b) It is the same as the Nobel Prize.
(c) Winners are unable to do important research.

(d) Winners have all done important research to help people.

7. How do people likely feel when they win a “Razzie Award”?
(a) They are sure to feel curious.
(b) They most likely feel excited.
(c) They probably feel embarrassed.
(d) They will feel bored and sleepy.

8. What is the focus of the championships held in Finland?
(a) Copying bird calls with guitars
(b) Displaying stage presence while playing imaginary guitars
(c) Playing creative guitar solos on the best guitar

(d) Showcasing traditional Finnish music with an air guitar

9. Why is the “Bird of the Year” held each year?
(a) To celebrate international birds that fly to New Zealand
(b) To help famous people and politicians promote birds on social media
(c) To promote the native birds of New Zealand and the areas they live

(d) To recognize birds with the most beautiful feathers

10. What can be said about all of the awards described in the reading?

(a) They are the most well-known awards around the world.

(b) They celebrate a wide range of interests.

(c) They celebrate the excellence of hard work.

(d) They will likely be cancelled in the near future.
6. 1%, REM (6) IT~v—2r 45 L,
7.0 BEMR (D) I~ —7 952 &,
8. 1%, MREM (8) IT~—7452 L,
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Naomi’s husband speaks Korean well. Whenever they visit Seoul, she ( )
him because she cannot speak Korean at all.

(a) calls as

(b) counts on

(c) makes up

(d) takes over

A: This building’s internet connection needs urgent improvement.
B: I have the same idea. But it will involve enormous ( ).
(a) cost

(b) exchange

(c) globalization

(d) situation

On the way to school, Hitomi always stops at a convenience store to buy some
rice balls ( ) lunch.

(a) at

(b) below

(c) for

(d) on

14. A: Thank you for giving me your favorite plastic model of the ship, Uncle.

It’s amazing.
B: My pleasure. But handle it with care. It’s very delicate and easily (
(a) damaged
(b) decided
(c) deserved
(d) drunken



15. When Yuko went to Kyoto, she was concerned about all the ( ) she saw at
sightseeing spots. Therefore, she decided to join a volunteer group that helps
clean up the streets.

(a) advantage
(b) beverage
(c) garbage
(d) luggage

16. A: I know tomorrow’s breakfast meeting starts at 8:30, but do you know when it

finishes?

B: I guess it will ( ) about one hour and a half. So it will be finished by
10 a.m.

(a) get

(b) last

(c) make

(d) spend

17. Bob made a short movie and found a place to show it. The film will be playing
soon at a small ( ) in Osaka.
(a) container
(b) photography
(c) strategy
(d) theater

18. A: Which area of USJ did you like best, Ami?
B: The Wizarding World of Harry Potter was really ( ) to me.
(a) fascinate
(b) fascinated
(c) fascinating

(d) fascination



19. Mr. Chen owns a Chinese-food store in Kobe. He imports food from China and
sells it in his ( ) store.
(a) export
(b) grocery
(c) opportunity
(d) relation

20. A: I have to attend an urgent meeting at 5 p.m. Why don’t you go ( ) to
the dinner party?
B: Certainly. I'll meet you there, then.

(a) ahead

(b) beyond

(c) through

(d) together
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21. These days, anybody can easily contribute to information to social media.
(a) (b) (c) (d)

22. Many people have fond memories of played in the schoolyard during their

(a) () () (d)

childhood.



23.

24.

25.

26.

217.

28.

To achieve one of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), recycling is a wide
(a) (b) @)
adopted method for protecting the environment.

(d)

One major distinction between humans and other animals is our ability using
(a) (b) (c) (d)

language.

There are many websites which people can borrow things from each other,

(a) (b)
such as tools, cars, and even pets.
() (d)
21, 13, MEMQCDIC~—2 T 52 L,
22. X, MREEM (22)Ic~—20 T 52 &,
23. 1%, FREM @23 Ic~—27 T DL,
24. 1%, MEM QY IC~—rFTHZ L,
25. 1%, B @B Ic~—2r 352 L,
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NAT Yy RERTY ) CHEOMRGERZ EFEY £ L7,
(a) Gasoline cars still outnumbered hybrid cars in sales.
(b) Hybrid car sales doubled gasoline car sales.

(c) Hybrid car sales exceeded gasoline car sales.

AYRZA T E EHEEFEIZRED OITERTT,
(a) It is dangerous to ride a bicycle with earphones in.
(b) It is unsafe for cyclists to use wired earphones.

(c) You must not ride a bicycle with wireless earphones in.

T RN ADR U FIEE S TRRDLDONEE T,
(a) I always have lunch on my favorite bench on campus.
(b) Sitting on a bench on campus is my favorite way to have lunch.

(c) Whenever I have lunch on campus, I sit on a tree-shaded bench.
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(a) Major League Baseball games are always repeated in the morning in Japan.

(b) Major League Baseball games are mostly broadcast in the morning in Japan

time.

(c) They often broadcast Major League Baseball games in the morning for the

Japanese people.

30. A~ARDOYERED M L L7z T TEIE A & VIRV E T,

(a) Clear videos can be shot with the latest smartphones.

(b) One of the vital functions of smartphones is shooting videos with vivid clarity.

(c) Thanks to the improved performance of smartphones, you can shoot videos

with clarity.

26. 1. fRZAH (26) 1
27. 1. MRZMR(27) 1
28. 1. fRZMA(28)1c~
29. 1%, FRZMR (29) 1
30. &, RN (30) 12
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Conversation 1

=735k,
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MYl RsEm . FNEiL (a)—(d) DF)

Kenji:  How is your schedule this year?

Sara: Itis( 31 ). Ihave mostly morning classes.
Kenji:  What? You like morning classes?

Sara: Yes, of course! It means I can finish ( 32 ).
Kenji: Not me! Iworklateatmy( 33 ) job.

Sara: Do you work every night?

Kenji:  Yes, most nights. We don’t have enough staff.
Sara: That’s not great for ( 34 ).

Kenji: Iknow. ButlI don’t know what to do.

Sara: Talk to your boss. You need a better ( 35 ) of work and study.
Kenji:  Thanks for the advice. Tll try that!



31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

(a) always hot
(b) pretty good
(c) slowly working
(d) taking time

(a) early

(b) happily
(c) hungrily
(d) slowly

(a) high-quality
(b) one-time
(c) part-time
(d) well-known

(a) applying
(b) existing
(¢) studying

(d) welcoming

(a) balance
(b) job

(c) time
(d) show

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

X, MEMGDIC~Y—27 T 52 L,
X, B (32) Ic~—2F 52 L,
X, FREMG)IC~Y—r T 52 &,
X, B (3D Ic~—27 T 52 L,
X, B (35) Ic~—2F 52 &,



Conversation 2

Fumi:
Tomo:
Fumi:
Tomo:
Fumi:
Tomo:
Fumi:
Tomo:
Fumi:

Tomo:

Hey, what are you ( 36 ) ?

Oh, it’s a book about using film cameras.

Film cameras! Why are you reading about that?

Well, you know I love to take ( 37 ).

Yes, but you don’t usually use old cameras.

I know. But I'm interested in ( 38 ) one out.

You know you could just watch something on YouTube.

I like reading. I'm thinking of taking a course too.

(39 )? Iguessthatcould be fun. But phones already do everything.
Yeah, I know. But I want to learn the ( 40 ) myself!

36. (a) eating

(b) reading

(c) speaking
(d) watching

37. (a) albums
(b) books
(c) pictures
(d) things

38. (a) buying
(b) calling

(c) seeing

(d) trying

39. (a) Hello
(b) Cough
(o) Really
(d) Wait

10



40. (a) purposes

(b) salads

(c) techniques

(d) words
36. 1. fFREMGB6)IC~v—2r T2 &,
37. 1%, MEMGDIC~Y—27T5Z L,
38. 1%, MREM B IC~v—2r T2 &,
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